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REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF PLATTSBURGH, NEW YORK 
October 6, 2011 

5:30 P.M. 
 

MINUTES 
 
Present: Councilors Tim Carpenter (W1), Mark Tiffer (W2), George Rabideau (W3), Jim Calnon  
  (W4), Chris Case (W5), Chris Jackson (W6) 
Absent: Mayor Donald Kasprzak 
*************************************************** ************************************  
1. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  
 
 RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held on September 
 29, 2011 are approved and placed on file among the public records of the City Clerk’s Office. 
 
 By Councilor Case; Seconded by Councilor Carpenter 
 Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Tiffer, Rabideau, Calnon, Case, Jackson  
 (All voted in the affirmative)  
*************************************************** ************************************  
2. PAYROLLS OF VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS: 
 
 RESOLVED: That the payrolls of the various Departments of the City of Plattsburgh for the week 
 ending October 5, 2011 in the amount of $ 270,028.33     _         are authorized and allowed and the 
 Mayor and the City Clerk are hereby empowered and directed to sign warrants drawn on the City 
 Chamberlain for the payment thereof. 
 
 By Councilor Carpenter; Seconded by Councilor Tiffer 
 Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Tiffer, Rabideau, Calnon, Case, Jackson 
 (All voted in the affirmative)    
*************************************************** ************************************ 
3. REPORTS OF CITY OFFICES & COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

•••• Report of Fire and Ambulance Responses for the week of  September 29 – October 5 , 2011 
•••• Report from the Building Inspector’s Office from March 18 – October 4, 2011 
•••• Statement of cash receipts from the Library from September 1 – September  27, 2011 
 
RESOLVED: That the reports as read are hereby ordered, received and placed on file among the 
public records of the City Clerk’s Office.  
 

 By Councilor Rabideau; Seconded by Councilor Case 
 Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Tiffer, Rabideau, Calnon, Case, Jackson  
 (All voted in the affirmative)   
*************************************************** ************************************ 
4. CORRESPONDENCE & RECOMMENDATIONS FROM BOARDS:       
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*************************************************** ************************************ 
5. AUDIT OF CLAIMS: 
 
 RESOLVED: That the bills Audited by the Common Council in the amount of $_787,351.60_    _ 
 are authorized and allowed and the Mayor and City Clerk (where required) are hereby authorized and 
 directed to sign warrants drawn on the City Chamberlain for the payment thereof. 
 
  By Councilor Jackson; Seconded by Councilor Carpenter 
 Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Tiffer, Rabideau, Calnon, Case, Jackson   
 (All voted in the affirmative)   
*************************************************** ************************************ 
6. PERSONS ADDRESSING COUNCIL:     
 
 Sue Ford, 106 Pine Street said I’m here tonight to just voice my concerns about the Saranac River 
 Trail, again. The multi family housing that exists down there all along the Pine Street area, there’s 
 probably, I would say, a good 20 houses that are going to be affected. This is turned in to a one way 
 street 12 feet wide and the parking is disappearing. They’re being told by the city that they’re going 
 to be provided parking. So I went and I looked at the plans through Luck Brothers and was shown 
 what this consisted of and what it consisted of is parallel parking on the opposite side of the road 
 which is going to be black topped. So much for the beautiful view anymore. It’s not actually 
 replacing parking that people had but its public parking.  I know that according to the Zoning laws, 
 correct me if I’m wrong anybody, but I believe per 1.5 bedrooms you need one parking space per 
 house.  I don’t know how you’re going to correct that if you can correct it but it really needs to be 
 addressed. Right now the engineers down there are stating that is just one problem of many.  They’ve 
 had to take out all of the green space between the sidewalk and the road because the road is too 
 narrow. So therefore it leaves some places without a sidewalk, some places with just a curb on a one 
 way street and I think it is a really really dangerous situation. At this point I am going to be walking 
 out my front door and I’ve got approximately 10 feet to the road and that’s not only my house that is 
 a lot of the houses.  So you’ve got reduced parking for all of the whole neighborhood. People aren’t 
 being told anything about what’s going on down there. It’s totally…we’re in the dark about it. It’s not 
 only me. If any one of you took a walk down on Pine Street took the time even a half an hour and 
 spoke to any resident down there you’d get an ear full about what’s going on in that area. They’re 
 filling in the bank and all I can see is looking out and seeing black top and a bunch of parking spaces 
 where as I had a beautiful view and a wonderful neighborhood. My concern isn’t the eminent domain 
 issue right now. My concern is my neighborhood integrity and the safety. We’ve got Steltzer Way 
 I’ve been told. I’ve had every department in the city come to me and complaining about the way this 
 is being done. Every department including people doing it. I’ve been told that Municipal Lighting 
 can’t change a light bulb on Steltzer Way unless they call the fire department, the police department 
 and close off the road to change a light bulb because of where the poles have been placed.  I think 
 that’s a question people on the council should ask, is this true? Because if it is we got a real problem.  
 Talking about parking and the west end you think that’s a problem wait till this winter if we get the 
 same winter that we had last year.  I’ve got the city workers coming and saying we don’t know how 
 we’re going to plow it.  Where are we going to put the snow? I’ve talked to the fire departments. One 
 fire truck can get through Steltzer Way. The second only under certain weather conditions. The third 
 can’t access Steltzer Way. These are issues. You may have a plan on paper but let’s face it its not 
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 working and it’s a total disaster. People should start asking some questions and resolving some of 
 these problems. Because someone’s really going to get hurt. Not to mention the quality of life that 
 has gone right down the drain for everybody down there, everybody. The misuse of this trail, the 
 money that‘s been provided for a trail that’s less than 3 miles long and has an astronomical amount of 
 money spent on it that goes nowhere. I’m sorry you go over in Vermont they’ve got 31 mile trails 
 with half the money. 
 
 Councilor Calnon said thank you for your comments. 
 
 Sue Ford, 106 Pine Street said yeah, I’d really like someone to look in to those issues. Tell me I’m 
 wrong, ok, thank you. 
 
*************************************************** ************************************ 
7. OTHER ITEMS:        
 
 A.  RESOLVED: In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves Bill 
 Treacy, Manager MLD to advertise for sealed bid for PMLD BID NO. 2011-9-1 “Purchase Revenue 
 Electric Meters.” Bid Opening Date: November 1, 2011 at 11:00 am. 
 

By Councilor Jackson; Seconded by Councilor Case 
Discussion:  None     
Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Tiffer, Rabideau, Calnon, Case, Jackson 

 (All voted in the affirmative) 
 ACTION TAKEN : Adopted 
 Follow up Action:      None 
*************************************************** ************************************
 B.  Introduction of  Local Law P-3 of 2011 amending Chapter § 270-26 of the City Code  
 Concerning Signs.  There will be a Public Hearing on Local Law P-3 of 2011 on Thursday, October 
 20, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. in the Common Council Chambers. 
 

By Councilor Case; Seconded by Councilor Jackson 
Discussion:   
 
Councilor Carpenter said just for the record, John, how long once this is done does it take until all 
those signs are changed. What would the time table be? 
 
Corporation Counsel John Clute said to be honest with you it’s not so much about signs being 
changed its just setting the rules for people that want to put in new signs with this digital technology. 
Once you pass it, it really becomes effective when you file it with the Secretary of State. Which if we 
act reasonably promptly is usually within a week or so of when you actually vote on it.  So we’re all 
clear on this, there are a couple of relatively minor changes to the existing law that aren’t strictly 
related to the digital signs. But for the most part it’s pretty smooth invention called a digital sign 
that’s what prompted the whole thing and that’s really what it’s designed to address. 
 
Councilor Carpenter said so probably late fall, early winter. 
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Corporation Counsel John Clute said we set this for the 20th. The moratorium actually expires on 
October 31st. So I didn’t really know there may be some comments that we’ll get. If we get quite a 
few comments and we have to make some changes in the law then you wouldn’t vote on it that night. 
But it would come up perhaps the following week or even the week after depending on how extensive 
they were. And probably wouldn’t take effect until mid November at the earliest. 
 
Councilor Jackson said if we have to could we extend the moratorium a month. 
 
Corporation Counsel John Clute said you could. 
 
Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Tiffer, Rabideau, Calnon, Case, Jackson 

 (All voted in the affirmative) 
 ACTION TAKEN : Adopted  
 Follow up Action:      None 
*************************************************** ************************************ 
 C.  Motion to waive rule 4 for initial consideration “Establish the following Parking Zone: 90 
 minute parking zone on Oak Street between Court Street and Brinkerhoff Street from 7 am to 5 pm 
 weekdays. 
 

By Councilor Jackson; Seconded by Councilor Case 
Discussion:     None 
Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Tiffer, Rabideau, Calnon, Case, Jackson 

 (All voted in the affirmative) 
 ACTION TAKEN : Adopted 
 
 RESOLVED: In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves establishing 
 the following Parking Zone: 90 minute parking zone on Oak Street between Court Street and 
 Brinkerhoff Street from 7 am to 5 pm weekdays. 
 

By Councilor Jackson; Seconded by Councilor Carpenter 
Discussion:      
 
Councilor Jackson said we talked about this during the work session. I figured these people who 
own businesses have waited long enough. If there’s no objection to doing it, its not going to hurt to 
move it, it’s been talked about for a couple of weeks. That’s the only reason I decided to move it 
tonight. 
 
Councilor Carpenter said I just have a quick question for Mike. Would you be prepared if we were 
to move that tonight to work on that this week? 
 
Department of Public Works Superintendent Mike Brodi said I have to check my inventory to see 
if I have any 90 minute signs. If not I may have to get a couple signs. 
 
Councilor Jackson said we can pass it and but it will go in to effect when the signs go up. 



 

 
Common Council Meeting Minutes 10/06/11 
 
 
 
 

5 

 
Councilor Carpenter said I didn’t see any reason to pass it now if he wasn’t going to be able to do 
anything much with it for a certain amount of time.  
 
Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Tiffer, Rabideau, Calnon, Case, Jackson 

 (All voted in the affirmative) 
 ACTION TAKEN : Adopted  
 Follow up Action:     None  
*************************************************** ************************************ 
8. TRAVEL REQUEST:  None       
*************************************************** ************************************  
9.  RESOLUTIONS FOR INITIAL CONSIDERATION:     
 

1.  Request by the City Chamberlain to adjust the 2011 General Fund Budget by an increase of 
 $12,195.68 equally in estimated revenues and appropriations for unbudgeted Police 
 Department vehicle repairs recovered through insurance proceeds. 
 

 2. Establish the following Parking Zone: 90 minute parking zone on Oak Street   
  between Court Street and Brinkerhoff Street from 7 am to 5 pm weekdays. (Move to agenda 
  under “Other Items” Letter C) 
 
 3. Request from Bill Treacy, Manager MLD to write-off unpaid final bills from August 1,    
  2010 to August 31, 2010 in the total amount of $2,725.34. The percentage of write-offs for 
  this period is .26%. 
 
 4. Request from Bill Treacy, Manager MLD for a Change Order to PMLD 2010-5-1  
  “Install and calibrate relays – St Lawrence No.1 Substation and Addoms Substation” in the 
  total amount of $73,930.90.  
 
*************************************************** ***********************************   
10. NEW BUSINESS:    
 
Councilor Jackson said you will probably see something about local law P-4 which is the hedge ordinance 
coming your way final language for discussion this week. Probably introduce it next week for the change in 
building code for hedges. 
 
*************************************************** ************************************   
11. CLOSING PUBLIC COMMENTS:    None 
 

Motion to Adjourn by Councilor Jackson; Seconded by Councilor Tiffer 
Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Tiffer, Rabideau, Calnon, Case, Jackson 
(All voted in the affirmative) 
MEETING ADJOURNED : 5:43 pm  


